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After Terence Prunty hands 
over Catch Me’s reins to 
Scott Stewart, his nerves 
take over. As he watches 

the gelding pick up a canter from the 
in-gate, Prunty fidgets—grabbing 
his hat and kicking when he thinks 
the gelding needs a bit more. But as 
soon as the gray clears the first fence, 
Prunty’s tension dissipates.

“Then I’m like, ‘OK, I’m good now. 
We’re fine,’ ” said Prunty, who works 
as a trainer for Catch Me’s owner, 
Becky Gochman. “He’s just so good, 
and with Scott on top of him you can’t 
go wrong really. It’s really nice to get 
the horse ready and put Scott on him 
and know that my job’s done now, and 
I can just watch. It’s really fun and a 
pleasure to work with both of them, so 
that makes my job even better.”

 Prunty took over the care of 
“Snoopy” when the Holsteiner 
arrived at the Gochman family’s 
Baxter Hill Farm in February 2015. 
He stood by his side that May when 
Snoopy was diagnosed with botu-
lism, a potentially fatal disease that 
causes paralysis. Snoopy spent 
two months in the care of Rodney 
Belgrave, DVM, DACVIM, at the 
Mid-Atlantic Equine Medical Center 
in Ringoes, N.J. Prunty oversaw his 
recovery and rehab, and he’s been 
ringside for the gray’s numerous 
victories since. 

“It almost ended his life, but there 
have been no lasting effects, which is 
incredible in itself. When you looked 
at him when he was at the clinic 
he just looked like he was dead,” 
recalled Prunty. “He would just lay 
there with his eyes open, and he 
was so skinny and so horrible and 
weak. The fact that you look at him 
now, and he’s muscled and fat and so 
athletic—it’s incredible.

“It was a horrible two months, but 
the fact that he keeps winning, and 
he keeps going, I’m like, ‘You know 
what? He can do whatever he wants.’ 
Very rarely does he have a rail, and 
when he does, I’m like, it’s OK. He’s 
alive, and he’s doing it,” said Prunty. 
“We never thought he’d be the same 
horse again, and he is—he’s almost 
better sometimes.”

In his first full season since his 

Description: 11-year-old gray 
Holsteiner gelding (Casiro—Wonne)
Owner: Gochman Sport Horse LLC
Homes: Baxter Hill Farm, Wellington, 
Fla., and Rivers Edge Farm, 
Flemington, N.J.
On His Name: His registered name 
was Catch Me If You Can before 
Cookie Beck decided to shorten it to 
Catch Me. The moniker is fitting, as 
he’s sometimes tricky to halter when 
you want to bring him out of his stall. 
Favorite Activity: Terence Prunty 
tries to avoid drilling Catch Me, so 
they spend a lot of time out on the 
trails. 

WCHR Peter Wetherill Palm 
Beach Hunter Spectacular at 
Winter Equestrian Festival 
(Fla.)—1st
Winter Equestrian Festival (Fla.): 
Weeks 5 & 6—second year green 
hunter champion
Kentucky Spring: second year 
green hunter champion

Hampton Classic (N.Y.): second 
year green hunter and grand hunter 
champion
Capital Challenge (Md.): second 
year green hunter champion, WCHR 
Professional Challenge—1st, EMO 
Overall Trip Of The Show, Derbydown 
Perpetual Trophy, Jeffrey Katz 
Memorial Trophy

Pennsylvania National: second 
year green hunter and grand green 
hunter champion
Washington International Horse 
Show (D.C.): second year green 
hunter, grand green hunter and grand 
hunter champion

CP National Horse Show (Ky.): 
second year green hunter champion
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illness, Snoopy was uncatchable, 
ending his year with a second year 
green championship from all four 
fall indoor shows.

“He’s a beautiful horse, and he’s a 
beautiful mover and such an extraor-
dinary jumper, which is your ideal 
package,” said Stewart. “He just has 
such a presence about him as well. 
He doesn’t look like all the other 
horses. There’s something a little 
different about him.”

It was that presence that caught 
Gochman’s attention in Michigan 
during Snoopy’s pre-green years with 
Cookie Beck and Chrystal Knight. She 
resisted purchasing him that summer 
since his lead changes weren’t quite 
confirmed, but when she saw him 
on the winter circuit in Florida, she 
couldn’t pass him up again. 

“His big, white face is so ador-
able,” said Gochman. “He couldn’t 
fit his name any better. He’s just a 
big, friendly, fun-loving Snoopy. He 
really caught my eye that way.”

Though Snoopy is nearly unflappable 
in the ring these days, he had a spooky 
side that took patience to overcome.

“You had to take your time with 
him,” said Beck. “He’s a really smart 
horse and was a little bit suspicious 
and a little bit spooky. If you didn’t 
take your time with him and let him 
think it was his idea he would fight 
back. He would just shut down like 
he didn’t want to do it anymore. I 
really had to back up a couple times 
and take my time in the pre-green 
with him and not push him. I actually 
kept him in the pre-green longer than 
I wanted to but knew it was the right 
thing to do, and sure enough he was 
worth waiting for.”

When Stewart took over Snoopy’s 
reins after Gochman bought him, 
the gelding was ready for the first 
year green division. “He has his little 
quirks, but this year we knew him 
so well it wasn’t so difficult,” Stewart 
said. “It was nice; he didn’t have to 
show a whole lot, and as you can see, 
he was pretty consistent.”

“You don’t find one that’s that 
consistently great,” said Beck. “He 
tried his guts out every single time 
he trotted in the ring. Once he got 
consistent, he stayed consistent. He’s 

pretty special, but they’ve protected 
him. Scott and Becky have done such 
a good job of not overshowing him 
and not overworking him. He’s a 
horse who doesn’t like to be ridden 
in the ring much, and they’ve stuck 
to all that, and he never got sour. 
He kept his edge. It’s been really 
exciting to watch.” 


